Sustainability at ASEE

In 1999, the ASEE Board of Direction approved a statement on sustainable development.
  The American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), the American Society for Engineering Education (ASEE), and the American Institute of Chemical Engineers (AIChE) jointly sponsor 'The Engineers Forum on Sustainability,' (formerly named The Engineers Forum on Sustainable Development.) The Forum meets three times a year at the National Academy of Engineering in Washington, D.C. and a periodic newsletter is prepared highlighting the issues, activities, and developments discussed at the meetings. The newsletters are posted on the ASEE website and archived newsletters are available back to the first newsletter in October 1997.

One way to measure sustainability activity at ASEE is to look at papers presented at the Annual Conference. A search of the papers for 2007 on the ASEE conference web site  using the key word “sustainability” turned up over 200 papers! In comparison, a search of the 1999 annual conference papers yielded only five papers.  The conference paper site is open to nonmembers and can be searched for papers published since 1996.

ASEE has 44 divisions that organize sessions at the national meetings. One of these divisions is the Environmental Engineering Division. According to their spring 2007 newsletter, one of their sessions at the Annual meeting in Hawaii this past summer was entitled  “Sustainable Engineering (Session 1351).”
  In this same issue of the newsletter, Division chair Mike Butkus from West Point noted that according to the U.S. Department of Labor, environmental engineering is one of the fastest growing professions. He noted that climate change and sustainability are now issues that are at the forefront of environmental issues being discussed national and internationally among policy makers and politicians as well as engineers and scientists. 
Papers in the Journal of Engineering Education are available on the ASEE web site for all members.  Although relatively few papers appear to have dealt directly with sustainability, a paper Willemh Vanderburg at the University of Toronto outlines some of the opportunities to integrating sustainability into engineering education.
  
ASEE’s PRISM magazine goes to more than 12,000 individuals, including: 10,000 engineering faculty, over 400 engineering deans, and 400 corporate executives. It is also sent to students, members of Congress, other government advisors, and science and engineering writers and publishers.  The current issue is only available to members but back issues are available to anyone on the ASEE web site.  A quick search of the PRISM site reveals a number of articles that have dealt with sustainability over the years back to the early 1990s.  Plans are to run a cover story next spring (2008) on what engineering schools are doing to foster sustainable practices at their schools.
The Engineering Deans Council’s (EDC) Public Policy Committee (PPC) has an annual colloquium to discuss policy issues of importance to engineering schools. Recently, the EDC made the decision to prepare policy briefs to provide background and context for important issues affecting engineering. The first brief dealt with industry-university partnerships, a brief on energy is under preparation, and a brief on sustainability is in the planning stages. 
Sustainability is very visible internationally and  ASEE is working with Arizona State University on an upcoming NSF-sponsored workshop on Sustainable Infrastructure in Developing Countries to be held in Washington, DC. Also, ASEE is the secretariat for the new International Federation of Engineering Education Societies  (IFEES) where sustainability is getting increasing attention.  Engineers for a Sustainable World (ESW) is a member of IFEES and their upcoming meeting is the lead item on the IFEES web site.

Finally, sustainability may be the focus of one of the tracks for the 7th ASEE Global Colloquium on Engineering Education in Cape Town in 2008.  Part of the Global Colloquium is the Global Student Forum and students are currently discussing the theme for the meeting and are seriously thinking about "greening" issues and sustainability in general. .  
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