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Agenda for this
afternoon’s presentation

Origins of “sustainability” and how this term is
evolving.

How sustainability is being embraced in the
business sector and implications for post-
secondary education.

How sustainability is being embraced in higher
education, nationally, institutionally, and through
Inter-institutional and community partnerships.

Your perspectives!



Part I:
“Sustainability”

r=afAn aspiration or ideal.
Ex@’An evolving set of practices.

rapidly growing body of research and
scholarship.

lens through which we can view the
world, analyze and reflect on our
lifestyles, and initiate action.



Aspirations on the world stage
1945 - 2000

Post World War |l - Peace
1950’s - Freedom
1960’s - Participatory democracies

1960’s - Development
1970’s - Environment (1972 UN Conference)

=  World Commission on Environment & Development
established in1982; “Brundtland Report™ in 1987.




Earth as spaceship...

We travel together, passengers on a little space ship,
dependent on its vulnerable reserves of air and soill;
all committed for our safety to its security and peace;
preserved from annihilation only by the care, the
work, and | will say, the love we give our fraglle craft.
We cannot maintain it half fortunate, half miserable,
half confident, half despairing, half slave to the
ancient enemies of man, half free in a liberation of
resources undreamed of until this day. No craft, no
crew can travel with such vast contradictions. On
their resolution depends the survival of us all.

—Adlai E. Stevenson |l, 1965



“We are a ship’s company on a small ship.”
-- Barbara Ward, British economist and writer



Sustainable development
was defined for the first time
as:

“Meeting the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to
meet their own needs”

Gro Bruntland’s definition
of sustainable development

World Commission on Environment and Development. (1987).

Our Common Future.
England: Oxford University Press.




World Population Growth 1750-2150
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Soarce : Urated Nabors, World Fopulaton Prospects, The §938 Revisson, and estimates by the
Population Reference Burean
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Regional Water

2100
2050
2007

Scientists predict the snowpack in
Pacific Northwest could decline by

half by 2050.

And by over 80% in this century.

Our power systems, salmon, farms
and forests, all depend on snowpack
— not to mention our municipal water

supplies.
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The Peak Oil Curve for the World Oil Supply
“Hubbert’'s Peak™ (M. King Hubbert, 1974)






INn People

A project of the Toxic-Free Legacy Coalition:
Breast Cancer Fund, Healthy Building Network, People For Puget Sound, Washington Physicians for Social
Responsibility, Washington State Nurses Association, Washington Toxics Coalition, WashPIRG,
and more than 40 other organizations working together to eliminate persistent toxic chemicals in Washington State.










Why sustainability now?

We are the first generation capable of
determining the habitability of the planet for
humans and other species...and yet we also
live in a time of enormous capacity and
resourcefulness...



Education for a
Sustainable Society:

Enables people to develop the knowledge,
values and skills to participate in decisions
that will improve the quality of life now
without damaging the planet for the future.




Social
Justice

Strong
Economy

The Three Components of Sustainable Development
What businesses call “The Triple Bottom Line”



